

The Passing of God's Servant and
the Continuation of the Work of God
Anchor Scripture
Joshua 1:2 Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.
Introduction
When a mighty man of God is taken from us, the grief is deep and real. Yet the same God who names the passing of His servant also speaks a word of continuation over His people. This teaching is both a comfort to the grieving and a call to carry the work forward.
God Declares the Death and Dignifies His Servant
God Declares the Death and Does Not Disguise It
Deuteronomy 34:5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD.
James 4:14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.
Application. We do not have to pretend or perform in our grief. We can name our loss honestly, for honest sorrow is the ground on which real hope stands.
The Dignity Death Did Not Diminish
Numbers 12:7 My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house.
Application. Honor your departed loved one as God still honors His servant, for the standing God gives is never lowered by the grave.
God's Tender and Thorough Care
Deuteronomy 34:1 And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And the LORD shewed him all the land ...
Numbers 12:8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold ...
Deuteronomy 34:10 And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face,
Deuteronomy 34:6 And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.
Deuteronomy 34:7 And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.
Jude 9 Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.
Psalm 116:15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.
Application. Entrust your loved one to the God who attends to every detail of a saint's homegoing, for nothing about their passing escaped His care.
The Measured Ministry and the Master's Will
Deuteronomy 34:4 And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither.
Psalm 90:12 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.
Application. Rest in the sovereignty of God over the length of every life, for no servant is taken one moment outside His wise and loving will.
God Grants the Grace to Grieve
Deuteronomy 34:8 And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended.
John 11:35 Jesus wept.
Application. Give yourself, and give others, the freedom to weep, and to take the time the Lord Himself sets apart for mourning.
The Work Withstands the Worker's Passing
Now Therefore Arise: The Word After the Weeping
Joshua 1:5 There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.
Application. When God speaks the word to move forward, remember that His presence, and not the departed leader, is the constant that carries you.
The Mantle Moves and the Mission Marches On
Deuteronomy 34:9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses.
2 Kings 2:14 And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over.
Application. Take comfort that the fruit of a consecrated life keeps working long after that life on earth has ended.
The Bones that Bore a Blessed Witness
2 Kings 13:21 And it came to pass, as they were burying a man, that, behold, they spied a band of men; and they cast the man into the sepulchre of Elisha: and when the man was let down, and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up on his feet.
Application. Take comfort that the fruit of a consecrated life keeps working long after that life on earth has ended, and let it stir you to a fully consecrated life of your own.
The servant who takes up the mantle is shaped in the season of serving, which we consider this morning in the Sunday school hour, The Servant Shaped in the Season of Serving.
From the Grave, God Grows Life
The Divine Design of Death Unto Life
John 12:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.
1 Corinthians 15:36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die:
Ezekiel 37:5 Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live:
John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:
Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
2 Corinthians 4:10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.
Application. Learn to read a grave with the eyes of faith, for in the hand of God it is a seed planted and not a life lost.
Moses Is Dead, and Yet Moses Lives
Matthew 17:3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.
Luke 20:38 For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him.
Application. Do not think of your believing loved one as diminished or gone, for they are more alive in the presence of God than ever they were here.
Absent from the Body, Alive and Present with the Lord
2 Corinthians 5:8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
Application. Be assured that the moment a believer leaves the body is the moment of arrival with the Lord, with no darkness and no distance in between.
Blessed Are the Dead Who Die in the Lord
Revelation 14:13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.
Application. Rest in this, that your loved one is blessed, at rest from every labor, and that every good work they did has followed them home.
The Greater Joshua Guides Us Into the True Rest
Hebrews 4:8-9 For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day. There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.
Hebrews 3:5-6 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after; But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.
Application. Fix your final hope not on any earthly leader but on the Lord Jesus, the greater Joshua, who never dies and leads His people all the way home.
Finishing the Faithful Course
2 Timothy 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
2 Timothy 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
Revelation 2:10 ... be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
Application. See the passing of a faithful servant as a finish line with a crown laid up beyond it, and let it stir you to run your own race with patience.
The Cloud of Witnesses and the Coming Resurrection
Hebrews 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
1 Thessalonians 4:13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
1 Corinthians 15:55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
Application. Grieve with hope, for those who died in faith surround us, and resurrection, and not death, is the final word of God over every saint.
A Final Word
Our hearts grieve the passing of a beloved servant, father, and shepherd, and at the same time our hope stands firm, because he is alive with the Lord and the work of God continues. In His time, and only after He has honored our weeping, God says to those He has been preparing, now therefore arise.
1 Thessalonians 4:14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
Prophetic Declaration
We declare that our brother is alive with the Lord this hour, absent from the body and present with Him. We declare that the work of God does not end with the passing of one servant, for the God of Moses is with us still. We declare that God is even now preparing and raising up those who will take up the mantle and carry the work forward. We declare that resurrection, and not death, is the final word of God over every saint who sleeps in Jesus. In the name of the Lord Jesus, amen.
The Principles, Plainly Gathered
Here are the principles of the phrase Moses my servant is dead, drawn together from the whole counsel of the Scripture, so that you can return to them and meditate on them one at a time.
· God is honest about death, and He does not ask His people to pretend that it did not happen.
· The honor that God gives to His servant is not cancelled by the grave, for Moses is still called my servant even in the announcement of his death.
· God Himself honors the mourning of His people, and He grants a season that is set apart for weeping.
· The care of God toward His servant is personal and detailed, reaching even to the showing of the promise, the manner of the death, and the keeping of the body.
· The death of a saint is precious in the sight of the Lord, and not one moment of it is unattended by Him.
· Every servant has a course that God has measured, and the ending of that course is a completion and not a defeat.
· The work of God is larger than any one worker, and it continues on after the worker has been taken home.
· God prepares the next hand before He takes the last one, and the mantle passes so that the purpose can continue.
· Before a man becomes a successor, God first makes him a servant, for Joshua was called the servant of Moses long before he ever led Israel.
· The season of serving faithfully underneath a God-given leader is not delay but preparation, and God uses every experience in it to equip the servant for his own commission.
· The one who is faithful in that which belongs to another is the one whom God entrusts with a work of his own.
· A servant is prepared in secret, for Joshua stayed in the presence of God when others returned to the camp, and the hidden hunger for God is what readies a man to lead in the open.
· The servant who will one day lead must first prove that he will believe God when everyone around him will not, as Joshua stood in faith while a whole generation drew back.
· The influence of a consecrated life keeps bearing fruit long after that life on earth has ended.
· The way of God is to bring life out of death, so that in His hand a grave becomes the very place where life begins.
· For the servant of God, death is a seed placed into the ground, and the harvest it brings is greater than the seed that was sown.
· The word dead describes the body and its earthly labor, but the person lives, for our God is the God of the living.
· To be absent from the body is, for the believer, to be at once present with the Lord.
· Those who die in the Lord are blessed, they rest from their labors, and their works follow after them into eternity.
· Every faithful servant points beyond himself to the Lord Jesus, the greater Joshua, who lives forever and leads His people into the true rest.
· The death of a faithful servant is a finish line with a crown laid up beyond it, and it is not a wreck along the road.
· Resurrection, and not death, is the final word of God over every saint who sleeps in Jesus.
Application. Return to these principles one at a time, and let the Spirit press the one you most need into your heart today.
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