

The Shaping of the Servant in the Season of Serving
Anchor Scripture
Exodus 24:13 And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and Moses went up into the mount of God.
Numbers 11:28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his young men, answered and said, My lord Moses, forbid them.
Introduction
Before Joshua ever led, he served. The Scripture names him the minister and the servant of Moses. This hour we look at seven lessons he learned in the season of serving underneath Moses, and how each one prepared him for the transition.
Lesson #1:  Faithful in the Fight He Was Given
Exodus 17:9 And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand.
Exodus 17:13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.
Application. Be faithful in the assignment your leader gives you, for God is preparing you through it for what lies ahead.
Lesson #2:  Drawing Near to God with His Leader
Exodus 24:13 And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and Moses went up into the mount of God.
Exodus 32:15-18 And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other were they written. And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables. And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear.
Application. Stay close to your leader in the holy and hidden places, not only in the public tasks, for nearness is where a servant is formed.
Lesson #3:  Lingering Longer in the Lord's Presence
Exodus 33:11 And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle.
Application. Hunger for the presence of God for its own sake, for that hidden hunger is what readies a servant to lead in the open.
Lesson #4:  Zeal Refined by His Leader's Correction
Numbers 11:28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his young men, answered and said, My lord Moses, forbid them.
Numbers 11:29 And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? would God that all the LORD's people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit upon them!
Application. Let your leader's correction shape you, for even your mistakes, surrendered to God, become part of your schooling.
Lesson #5:  Faith to Stand When the People Would Not
Numbers 14:9 Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not.
Numbers 14:38 But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of the men that went to search the land, lived still.
Application. Be willing to believe God and stand for Him even when the whole crowd will not.
Lesson #6:  Marked with a New Name that Points to Christ
Numbers 13:16 These are the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua.
Application. Receive the identity and the name God gives you, for He marks His servants ahead of time for what He has prepared them to do.
Lesson #7:  Commissioned and Clothed with a Portion of Honor
Numbers 27:18-20 And the LORD said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him; And set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation; and give him a charge in their sight. And thou shalt put some of thine honour upon him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may be obedient.
Deuteronomy 1:38 But Joshua the son of Nun, which standeth before thee, he shall go in thither: encourage him: for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.
Application. Do not grasp for the position or rush the transition, but serve faithfully and let God set you before the people in His own perfect time.
A Final Word
None of Joshua's years of serving were wasted, and none were idle waiting. They were the training ground of God. So when the word came, Moses my servant is dead, now therefore arise, the one who had served faithfully was the one who was ready to rise and carry the work on.
Deuteronomy 34:9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses.
Prophetic Declaration
· We declare that God is shaping His servants in secret, and that no season of faithful serving is ever wasted.
· We declare that God is even now preparing and raising up those who will take up the mantle and carry the work forward.
· We declare that the God who was with Moses is with the next generation still, and that the work of God will continue from servant to servant until He comes. In the name of the Lord Jesus, amen.
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